
Florida-breds hold a 25-15 lead in Sunshine Millions
victories over their California-bred counterparts in the first
five runnings of the rich eight-race series.

But Thoroughbreds from California have won nine of
the last 16 races and will seek to continue their recent suc-
cess when the best of the Golden State and Sunshine State
clash for the sixth time at Santa Anita and Gulfstream Park
on Saturday, Jan. 26.

The $3.6 million in purse money available to runners in
Sunshine Millions VI will bring to $21.6 million the total
paid out to contestants in the series devised by Frank
Stronach, the chairman of the Magna Entertainment Cor-
poration, which owns both participating tracks. 

There were 363 Early Bird Nominations to the 2008
Sunshine Millions races, including a high of 57 to the most
lucrative of the eight Sunshine Millions races, the
$1,000,000 Classic, to be contested at 1 1/8 miles over
Santa Anita’s new synthetic Cushion Track surface. 

A total of 426 runners have competed in the 40 Sun-
shine Millions races to date, almost 11 per race.

“It’s natural that the states with the second and third
largest foal crops in the country (behind Kentucky) should
have a great rivalry,” said Doug Burge, the Executive Vice
President and General Manager of the California Thor-
oughbred Breeders Association.

“The California horses started slowly in the series, but
the last two years have shown how competitive they are
with the best from Florida.”

Six entities provide $600,000 each toward the $3.6 mil-
lion in purses for the Sunshine Millions races. Besides the
two tracks, they are California and Florida’s respective
Thoroughbred owners groups and breeders’ organizations.

In addition to the Sunshine Millions’ popularity with
horsemen and horseplayers, the event has been a hit with
television viewers. Last year’s NBC audience drew a 1.2
national rating.

ESPN2 is taking over the television coverage this year.
“They will show the Classic and the ($500,000) Filly and
Mare Turf live, both from Santa Anita, between three and
four p.m. our time, which is a better fit for our California
audience,” Burge said, “and the other six races on tape delay.”

California’s competitiveness in its rivalry with Florida
has grown dramatically. After winning one of the eight
races in 2003, two in 2004 and three in 2005, Cal-breds led
in victories for the first time in 2006 with five and dead-
heated with four trips to the winners’ circle last year.

Cal-bred Lava Man launched his 2007 campaign, which
later produced a second straight victory in the Santa Anita
Handicap (grade I) and a third consecutive Hollywood
Gold Cup (grade I) triumph, by capturing the $500,000
Sunshine Millions Turf at Santa Anita, a year after captur-
ing the Classic at the Arcadia track.

McCann’s Mojave won the 2007 Classic, run at Gulf-
stream Park, the third consecutive Cal-bred to win that
event. Musique Toujours, a 70-1 longshot, won the Classic
at Gulfstream in 2005. Overall, Cal-breds have accounted
for more than $6.9 million in Sunshine Millions purses.

The other Cal-bred winners in the Sunshine Millions
last year were Shaggy Mane in the $300,000 Filly and Mare
Sprint at Gulfstream Park and Mistical Plan in the
$250,000 Oaks for two-year-old fillies at Santa Anita.

The victories in Florida by McCann’s Mojave and Shaggy
Mane raised the number of Sunshine Millions scores by
Cal-breds at Gulfstream to seven, all of which have been
achieved by shippers. 

By contrast, seven of the 12 victories in the series by
Florida-breds at Santa Anita were achieved by horses based
in California, including 2007 Sprint winner Smokey Stover.

“We’re always at a disadvantage there because very few
Cal-breds are based in Florida,” Burge said. “We ship down
there to win, not to run second or third.”

Other “road” wins by the Cal-bred contingent in the
Sunshine Millions races were by Silent Sighs in the 2004
Oaks, Valentine’s Dancer in the 2005 Filly & Mare Turf
and 2006 scores by House of Fortune (Distaff) and Bor-
donaro (Sprint).

Valentine’s Dancer also won the Filly and Mare Turf at
Santa Anita in 2004, and is the only horse from either state
to win the same Sunshine Millions race twice.

The other horses to win two races in the series are Lava
Man (2006 Classic and 2007 Turf) and Florida-bred filly
Joint Effort (2006 Oaks and 2007 Distaff).
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Cal-Breds Beat The Odds

$3,600,000
Sunshine Millions VI 
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