
The story of Decidedly’s victory in the 1962 Kentucky
Derby ended with the death of his jockey Bill Hartack, at 74,
of an apparent heart attack on Nov. 26, while on a hunting
trip in Texas. 

Decidedly was the most recent of the three California-
breds to capture America’s most famous horse race and gave
Hartack his third of a record-equaling five triumphs in the
“Run for the Roses.” 

The Derby victory was achieved in what was then a
record time of 2:00 2/5 for the 1 1/4-mile classic, surpassing
Triple Crown winner Whirlaway’s 1941 clocking of 2:01 2/5
by a full second. 

The gray son of 1954 Derby champion Determine ran the
last half-mile in 48 3/5 seconds and got one of the great rides
in the race’s history to rally from far back to finish 2 1/4
lengths in front of runner-up Roman Line as the 8-1 third
choice in the betting.

One of 25 stakes winners bred by the late George A.
Pope Jr., who owned El Peco Ranch in Madera, California,
the 1962 Derby winner was trained by Argen-
tine-born Horatio Luro, one of the legendary
figures in American racing, known as “El
Gran Senor.”

In preparing the gray colt for his date with
destiny in the Derby, Luro rarely sent Decid-
edly to the track before 8:30 a.m. “I like sun-
light,” the dapper conditioner once quipped.
“I don’t get up at four a.m. I get up at six.”

Decidedly, foaled on March 3, 1959, was
out of the War Glory mare Gloire Fille who
won 10 races. Determine, the sire of Decidedly,
was the first gray winner of the Kentucky
Derby.

Decidedly, the first of four consecutive
winners of Keeneland Racecourse’s Blue Grass
Stakes to go on to capture the Kentucky
Derby. Chateauguay, who won both races in
1963, was a son of 1955 Derby champion

Swaps, the second Cal-bred to capture the Run for the
Roses. Morvich was the first in 1922. Both are members of
the California Hall of Fame.

Decidedly raced up to age five, winning two allowance
races in New York late in 1964. After leaving the track with
11 victories, nine seconds and four thirds and earnings of
$318,989 in 43 starts, Decidedly stood at stud in California
and Kentucky from 1965 to 1984. He sired 18 stakes winners
from 20 crops and his progeny earned more than $9 million. 

The graded stakes winner Delay, with a $370,160 career
bankroll, was his most successful son. The filly Stole the
Show was his most successful daughter, winning nine stakes
in her 14 career victories and earning $250,099. 

The 1962 Kentucky Derby winner stood at his owner’s
El Peco Ranch his first year at stud, then was at Claiborne
Farm from 1966 to 1970 and at Spendthrift Farm from 1971
to 1974 before returning to the place of his birth.

He died there at 25 on Nov. 12, 1984.
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Two great California-bred runners of the past join a noted breeder and owner, a record-setting jockey and a venerable
trainer in this year’s California Racing Hall of Fame, bringing to 45 the number of four-legged and two-legged inductees in
the shrine conceived by former California Thoroughbred Breeders Association President Lou Rowan in 1987, the occasion
of the organization’s 50th birthday.

Due largely to the efforts of Keith Card, another Past President of the CTBA, the Hall of Fame was reactivated last year
with four new inductees added to the list of 36 members enshrined in 1987 and 1988.

The 2008 class of five new members—all to be officially inducted at the CTBA’s Annual Meeting and Awards Dinner at
the Langham Huntington Hotel & Spa in Pasadena, California, on Feb. 18—include Thoroughbreds Decidedly and Flying
Paster, owner-breeder John Harris, trainer Mel Stute and jockey Russell Baze.

With their addition, the Hall of Fame now has a roster of 14 horses, 10 breeders and owners, seven jockeys, seven trainers
and seven individuals who made notable contributions to the state’s racing and breeding industries.

DECIDEDLY

Continued on next page

California-bred Decidedly wins the 1962 Kentucky Derby
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