
Dr. Donnie Vice, an equine practitioner from Jackson,
Mississippi, is a big long-distance fan of River’s Prayer, the
California-bred four-year-old filly who won the $108,700
Las Cienegas Handicap (grade III) in front-running fashion
at Santa Anita Park on April 15.

That’s because Vice, 43, is the owner of Cozzy Flyer, the
dam of River’s Prayer. Now 13 years old, Cozzy Flyer, by
1985 Breeders’ Cup Mile champion Cozzene, was acquired
privately by Vice after she was led through the ring unsold
for $110,000 at the 2005 Fasig-Tipton November Selected
Mixed Sale in Lexington, Kentucky.

“She won only once in 30 starts, but she’s very sturdy
and her legs are strong,” Vice said of the $97,991-earner
who also placed 14 times. “I’m not surprised that River’s
Prayer is showing that sturdiness. I’ve worked with show
horses for a long time and wanted to get involved with
Thoroughbred racing. Though I bought Cozzy Flyer two
years after she foaled River’s Prayer, I’m thrilled to be con-
nected with her.”

Owned by Bantry Farms and Martin Racing Stable LLC,
in partnership with her trainer Paula Capestro, River’s Prayer
improved her unbeaten record over Santa Anita’s downhill
turf course to three with her Las Cienegas victory. Under
Clinton Potts, the daughter of Devon Lane, bred by Vessels
Stallion Farm LLC, completed the about 6 1/2-furlong trip in
1:12.99 to win by half a length in the field of seven.

Capestro attests to Vice’s great fondness for her big gray

filly who, like fellow Cal-bred Cambiocorsa, made the Las
Cienegas her first graded stakes win. Now retired, Cambio-
corsa posted an unprecedented eight consecutive victories
over this unique patch of racing turf from April 2005 to
September 2006.  

“He calls me about once a week to ask about her,” Cape-
stro said. “And last summer, he and his wife made their first
trip to Del Mar to see her.”

River’s Prayer’s previous downhill wins at Santa Anita
both came in Cal-bred company. They were the $150,000
California Cup Distaff Handicap on Oct. 28, 2006, when
she ended Cambiocorsa’s record winning streak, and this
year’s $133,750 Irish O’Brien Stakes on March 17.

Her triumph in the Las Cienegas was her fifth in a
stakes race and sixth overall in 13 career starts. As a two-
year-old in 2005, she won the $94,125 Cinderella Stakes at
Hollywood Park after posting a five-length debut victory at
the Inglewood track. A $15,000 purchase at the Barretts
October Preferred Yearling Sale in 2004, River’s Prayer has
proved to be a very sound investment with $457,253 in
earnings and is also the winner of last year’s Fleet Treat
Stakes at the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club. 

Capestro is seeking new worlds for her to conquer now
that Santa Anita’s winter-spring meet has concluded. 

“She trains well over the Cushion Track at Hollywood
Park, so we might consider running her on either surface
there,” she said. “Or we might look for a spot out of town.”

Vice, who breeds Thoroughbreds at his farm in
Mound, Louisiana, near his Mississippi home, has a
2007 Forest Wildcat filly out of Cozzy Flyer, who has
since been bred to 2004 Eclipse Champion Sprinter
Speightstown.

“I think she fits well with sprinters,” Vice said. 
River’s Prayer is the eighth Cal-bred to win the Las

Cienegas in the 33-year history of this event. That’s an
impressive tally, as only nine fillies or mares bred in
Kentucky have won the race.

Preceding Cambiocorsa in 2006, the other Cal-
bred winners of the Las Cienegas were Woodland
Pines, winner of the inaugural running in 1974, Danc-
ing Femme (1977), Wishing Well (1981), Danzadar
(1985), Shywing (1986) and Go Go in  2001.

So, it certainly looks like River’s Prayer can now lay
claim to the title of “Queen of the Hill” that was carried
with aplomb by Cambiocorsa these past two years.
Unfortunately, we will all have a while to wait before
she hopefully returns to defend her throne during the
Oak Tree Racing Association’s 39th meet at Santa
Anita from Sept. 26 to Nov. 4.

42 CALIFORNIA THOROUGHBRED • MAY 2007 www.ctba.com

The Grade California-Breds

F
E
A
T
U
R
E by LARRY BORTSTEIN

River’s Prayer:
Along For The Ride

www.ctba.com CALIFORNIA THOROUGHBRED • MAY 2007   21

Grade III Las Cienegas Handicap
Santa Anita Park

Sunday, April 15, 2007

©
Be

no
it

GRADE-RiverFlyer-May 07  4/25/07  10:39 AM  Page 1



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


