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If not for the public relations campaigns waged by two
Northern California women, Legend Lucy probably wouldn’t
have been the top-selling horse at this year’s Barretts 
Summer Sale of Horses of Racing Age/Two-Year-Olds in
Training held in Pomona on June 27.

As Number 82, the two-year-old filly by Comic Strip out
of the unraced Raise a Legend, was bought for $67,000 out
of the Havens Bloodstock Agency Inc. consignment by
CTBA members Tom Acker of Huntington Beach and Bob
Toomajian of Long Beach.

The day before the sale, Legend Lucy worked one furlong
in 10 1/5 seconds.

A total of 120 head—104 two-year-olds and 16 older
horses—were sold in the Hinds Pavilion at Fairplex Park
for a total of $1,134,400 and an average of $9,453.

Donna Smartt bred the sale-topper at her Stone Ridge
Farm near Stockton in Wallace, Calif., and was ecstatic
that Legend Lucy was held in such high esteem.

“I had someone ride her around the farm, she was so easy
to break,” Smartt said. “I knew she might sell okay, but 
I never thought she would bring that kind of price.”

Nor did Lynn Woolsey, the daughter of Dr. Jack Woolsey,
who with Dr. Tony Manero, bought Legend Lucy privately
as a yearling last fall for $8,000 and pinhooked her back at
the June 27 auction.

“I had to plead with my father to buy her,” Lynn Woolsey
recalled. “But I told him he had to have her. She looked so
beautiful and so correct.”

Comic Strip, Legend Lucy’s sire, stands for $5,000 at
Larry and Judy Konecne’s Oak Hill Farm in Paso Robles
and is in the fourth year of a four-year lease agreement
with Lane’s End Farm of Versailles, Ky., where the winner
of 10 races—including the 1998 Louisiana Derby (grade III)—
and $965,474 began his stud career.

“They’ll probably continue to keep him here,” said Del
Chase, Oak Hill Farm’s syndication manager.

The three best-sellling horses at this year’s Barretts 
auction were two-year-old fillies. In addition to Legend
Lucy, they were Ramblin Rosie, by Roar (Rancho San
Miguel), out of the stakes-placed Really Rising, and Lit’s
Jewel, by Breeders’ Cup Sprint winner Lit de Justice, out of
the unraced Jewelofthesea.

Maryland trainer Dale Baird paid $52,000 for Ramblin
Rosie, who was bred by Donnie and Judy McFadden’s
Billingsley Creek Ranch and is a half-sister to grade I Santa
Anita Derby winner Buddy Gil.

Southern California breeder, owner and trainer Wesley
Ward acquired Lit’s Jewel, bred by Magali Ventures LLC
and by resident sire Lit de Justice, for $50,000. 

The highest-priced colt, also sold for $50,000, was the
Kentucky-bred Aurora Borealis, a supplementary entry in
the sale. By Belmont Stakes winner Touch Gold, out of
multiple stakes-placed In Excelsis Deo, he went to Gregory
Unruh.

Elder Redneck, a Kentucky-bred gelding by California stal-
lion Valid Wager (Tommy Town Thoroughbreds LLC), out of
multiple stakes winner Tiny Boots, went to Baird for $43,000.

Broadway Starlet, a three-year-old California-bred filly
who had already raced twice, was the best-seller among the
older horses. A supplementary entry bred by Super Horse
Inc., the daughter of Flying Continental, out of Lady 
Manhattan, was bought by Baird for $20,000. 

Baird led all buyers with 13 horses for $170,000, followed
by Unruh with three purchases for $108,000. The balance 
of the top five buyers were Acker/Toomajian and Ward,
each with a lone purchase, as well as a half-dozen horses
knocked down to Carl S. Maggio for $48,900.

The consignor/agent list was headed by B.C.3 Thorough-
breds who posted receipts of $252,500 from 23 head, while
Andy Havens sold an identical number of horses for
$242,000. Rounding out the top five sellers were Mary Knight
(20 sold for $192,600), Cashmark Farm ($130,700 from 
11 sold) and Sunrise Stable South (seven sold for $86,200).

Overall, the sale was down three percent from last year’s
$1,164,300 gross for 107 lots, but Jerry McMahon, Presi-
dent and General Manager of Barretts, called it, “A real
solid sale. It was the last time around for the two-year-olds
and the buyers were being really selective.”

By the way, when Legend Lucy begins her racing career
later this year for trainer Bill Spawr, whose Santa Anita
Park barn she joined the day after her purchase, she will no
longer be known as Legend Lucy.

“We intend to give her a different name and we’re 
taking suggestions,” Toomajian said.

Legend Lucy (Hip Number 82), the $67,000 sale-topper, 
worked out in 10 1/5 seconds on June 26.
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