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Filling The Void

by EDWARD 1. HALPERN
CTT Executive Director

& General Counsel

It is difficult to write of things horse rac-
ing while my conscious attention is directed
to the hardships and tragedies that are the
results of Hurricane Katrina. Families sepa-
rated with no means of communication.

disaster. Prior to the year 2000, FEMA was
increasing its ability to aid those in need.
Sometime soon after that, FEMA started
reducing its ability and its staff and, by the
time August, 2005 rolled around, FEMA
had lost sight of its mission. One can only
wonder how ready they will be to react
to a major act of terrorism such as a

Edward I. Halpern| “dirty” bomb.

Children lost, parents washed away, a week
spent foraging for mere existence. Right here at
home in the United States, neighborhoods are
turned into third world countries with one torrent of
water. The Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), the one existing agency that should be the
most capable and desirous of immediate and effective
action proves to be impotent and incompetent. As
far back as 2001, there was a dire warning of where
things were headed when the newly appointed head
of that agency testified that he considered FEMA,
“an oversized entitlement program.” It is now appar-
ent that he was saying that protecting the safety, the
welfare, and even the existence of those without
means or money or the physical ability to flee
impending tragedy is not the responsibility of the
Government. If one accepts the premise that one of
the basic functions of Government is to provide
goods and services that cannot or are not likely to be
provided by the private sector, then one must con-
clude that there is no greater duty of Government
than to protect the public from disaster whether
brought on by war or terrorism or crime or natural

All of that brings me back to the
horse racing industry. Now is the time when we
are and should be raising money and supplies for
people in need as a result of Katrina. But we
should soon start to think of how we will protect
and help our own in case of another more local
natural disaster. Just as we are now more likely to
stock extra food and water at home, we should
now think about how we will provide for mem-
bers of our workforce who are far from home and
from their families. If disaster were to strike near
one of our racetracks, instead of near the Fair
Grounds in Louisiana, how would we evacuate
members of our workforces who have no means
of transportation? If we couldn’t evacuate them,
how would we provide food and shelter for
them? How would we make sure they could com-
municate with their families who are hundreds
and thousands of miles away?

If we can't depend on FEMA and the
Government to take quick and effective action,
isn’t it incumbent on us to, at the very least, give
some thought to how we might fill the void?
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Happenings & Events

A1d for Hurrlcane Katrina Survivors

and Santa Anita Park horsemen, as well as the general
Thoroughbred horse racing public. Items were transported by KC
Horse Transport to a Louisiana disaster site per Cargill’s direct
coordmatlon with American Red Cross representatives.

Racing With Heart fund-raising
efforts will continue indefinitely at
various racetracks and wagering
locations throughout the state.
Contributions can also be made

immediately via mail to:
NTRA Charities, Inc.
Racing With Heart

c/o Del Mar Thoroughbred Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 700, Del Mar, CA 92014

Numerous individuals and orga-
nizations of the California horse
racing industry joined together to
form the Racing With Heart
fund-raising campaign, conducted
to aid Hurricane Katrina victims.

In addition to fund-raising
activities, Kerrie Cargill, Presi-
dent of KC Horse Transport,
organized the effort to distribute
nonperishable goods to the displaced hurricane survivors.
Desperately needed items such as clothing, shoes, sleeping bags,
food, water, etc., were collected from Bay Meadows and Fairplex

KC Horse Transport Presi-
dent, Kerrie Cargill, provided
cargo truck delivery of needed
items to Louisiana

Santa Anita Park backstretch
personnel volunteer to sort
and load donated goods
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