
Hurricane Dennis’ track through Florida last month
brought high-speed winds and heavy rain to the Sunshine
State, postponing the Summit of Speed by a day, but it did
little to dampen the spirits of Stephen Mitchell. His S.M.
Mitchell Ranch LLC’s California-bred filly Leave Me
Alone matched the severity of the storm with a spirit of
undeniable resolve and a demonstration of her class in win-
ning the grade III Azalea Breeders’ Cup Stakes at Calder
Race Course on July 10.

The three-year-old daughter of Bold Badgett, out of the
Moscow Ballet broodmare Fabulous Ballet, showed early
speed in the six-furlong contest over a track that was listed
as showery and fast. Bred by of California’s perennial lead-
ing breeders Old English Rancho, in partnership with  Ann
Quinn and Lynn Pond, Leave Me Alone was purchased for
$35,000 at the 2003 CTBA Sales’ Del Mar Yearling Sale.

She was sent off as the second choice in the wagering in
a field of six horses but, after drifting out while racing down
the backstretch, Leave Me Alone lost the lead when Hide
and Chic found racing room on the inside and slipped
through on the turn. But the eventual winner showed her
determination by battling back in the stretch and, under
the urging of Hall of Fame jockey Kent Desormeaux, closed
to put a nose in front of her rival at the wire. 

“On the replay, you could see where she didn’t turn left
when she should have, and was racing wide,” said conditioner
Eric Kruljac, who has a string of horses both at California’s
Hollywood Park and Turf Paradise in Arizona. “She battled
back like a monster, and was really game. I was flabbergasted
by her performance.”

The $248,250 Azalea was Leave Me Alone’s first graded
stakes win, and her second stakes victory. She had finished
fourth in her previous start, the 1 1/16-mile Hollywood
Breeders’ Cup Oaks (grade II) on June 12. Sent off as that
race’s favorite, she ran up close to the lead during the early
stages of the race, only to tire and weaken late. 

“Her last race was a bit of a disappointment, but she had
an excuse, she bled during the race,” said Kruljac.

Leave Me Alone had previously performed brilliantly
in the 1 1/16-mile Melair Stakes—worth $200,000—at
Hollywood Park on April 24, winning convincingly by
four lengths. That was after a second-place finish in her
stakes debut, the 6 1/2-furlong Santa Paula Stakes at
Santa Anita Park on April 2. Prior to that, at the same
track, she had improved upon her maiden victory in a 
5 1/2-furlong affair in only her second start on Jan. 20,
by then scoring a four-length victory in a six-furlong
allowance contest on Feb. 27. She now has four wins, a

second-place effort and a very healthy
bankroll of $336,370 to her name, from just
seven starts. Kruljac is considering a number
of races for the talented sophomore filly.

“We’ll have to see what’s out there,” said
Kruljac. “We’ve nominated her to the Test
Stakes (grade I), it’s a seven-furlong race. That’s
what we’re aiming for.”

Her sire Bold Badgett is a son of Damascus,
out of the Never Bend mare Anne Campbell,
and thus a half-brother to prominent sires
Menifee and Desert Wine. He stood for nearly a
decade at Buddy Johnston’s Old English Rancho
in Sanger, Calif., before his untimely death—at
the relatively young age of 16—after complica-
tions from surgery in August, 2001.

“Bold Badgett was a nice big Damascus stal-
lion, who put a lot of bone, size and muscle into
the filly,” said Patsy Berumen, General Manger
of Old English. “Bold Badgetts’ progeny have
wonderful ability and heart. Buddy and I take a
lot into consideration when breeding a mare to
a stallion, and those factors include, tempera-
ment, conformation, injuries and personality. I
think Bold Badgett will also make a tremendous
broodmare sire.”
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Leave Me Alone:
Enjoying the Attention

Grade III Azalea Breeders’ Cup Stakes
Calder Race Course
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