
Encouraged by the positive numbers that came out of
the first Northern California sale that CTBA Sales has
hosted in 11 years, the next step has been taken to place the
Northern California Yearling Sale permanently on the cal-
endar once again. Nearly 250 yearlings have been cata-
logued for the 2005 edition, which takes place at Alameda
County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton on Tuesday, Aug. 16.
The auction begins promptly at 11:00 a.m.

“We’re very pleased with the support that California
breeders have given the Northern sale on both a quality
and quantity standpoint,” said CTBA Executive Vice
President and General Manager Doug Burge. “Given the
positive momentum generated at last year’s sale, we believe
the sale should do very well this year. Interest has been high
and we’re offering a much stronger catalogue than in 2004.”

When American Equine Sales (AES) went out of busi-
ness in 2003, Northern California breeders looked  to the
CTBA to fill the void. Management believed the only way
a Northern California yearling sale was going to be viable
was to attract at least 150 entries. They decided to give it a
try and exceeded even their own expectations.

What the CTBA got was a catalogue of 192 yearlings,
plus a dispersal of 45 horses of various ages. A total of 130
yearlings grossed $893,600 for an average of $6,874, which
was the second highest average ever recorded by the
Northern California sale. The median price was $4,350 and
the buyback rate was only 24 percent.

More importantly however, last year’s sale has already
yielded three winning graduates. Tiza Royal Cat, the
$47,000 sale topper, won at first asking at Bay Meadows on
April 6 and has already run in a couple of stakes. Bred by
Larry and Sheila Ullmann’s SLU Inc. and purchased by
trainer Jeff Bonde, he became the first winner for the Old

English Rancho stallion Royal Cat. Canyoutopthis, by the
Tommy Town Thoroughbreds LLC stallion Old Topper, sold
for $12,000 and broke his maiden for $32,000 at Golden
Gate Fields on June 1.  Western Souvenir, by the Applebite
Farms stallion Western Fame, sold for $15,000 and won for
$40,000 at Hollywood Park on July 7. The sires of these out-
standing graduates all have yearlings in this year’s sale. 

Running Luck Ranch LLC’s young Phone Trick stallion
Phonetics leads all stallions at the sale with 10 yearlings
catalogued. He is followed in representation by Benchmark
(River Edge Farm) and Western Fame, who each have eight.
Private stallion Fusaichi Accele and Swiss Yodeler (Pepper
Oaks Farm) are next with seven offspring, while recently
deceased Lord Carson is represented by six yearlings.

Also catalogued are the offspring of such prominent
local sires as Bertrando (River Edge Farm), Harris Farms
Inc.’s Cee’s Tizzy and High Brite, Vessels Stallion Farm’s In
Excess (Ire), Lit de Justice (Magali Farms), Old Topper and
Valid Wager (Tommy Town Thoroughbreds), Roar
(Rancho San Miguel), Old English Rancho’s Royal Cat and
Unusual Heat, and Siberian Summer (Creston Farms). In
addition, the sale offers the first yearlings of Daehling
Ranch’s Persian Turban (Ire), Richly Blended (West 12
Ranch), Skimming (Cardiff Stud Farm), Sought After
(Lovacres Ranch), Tannersmyman (Woodbridge Farm) and
Tribal Rule (River Edge Farm).

The sale features 32 individual consignors who are sell-
ing horses under 49 consignments. The following is a pre-
view of some of the best yearlings they have to offer.

Mary Knight is selling 21 yearlings in three consignments.
Under her own banner, she is selling a Lit de Justice colt out
of an unraced half-sister to California Champion Right Con
and $1,225,018-earner Real Connection and an Unusual
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2005 Auction Poised To Build
on Last Year’s Success

by DEBRA GINSBURG

Western Sovereign (inside) became the third graduate of the 
2004 CTBA Sales’ Northern California Yearling Sale to win this year

with this victory at Hollywood Park on July 7, 2005

Consigned by Mary Knight as agent for Vessels Stallion Farm LLC, 
Hip# 121 at the 2005 CTBA Sales’ Northern California Yearling Sale is a High

Brite filly out of Grade III Senorita Stakes winner To B. Super (#5 above)
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Heat colt out of a winning sister to $264,458-earner Proud
Louie who hails from the family of California Champion
Proud Tower and 2005 Phoenix Gold Cup winner Proud
Cardenal. As agent for Vessels Stallion Farm, she has con-
signed a High Brite filly out of To B. Super, a graded stakes-
winning half-sister to California Champion Super High.

Sam Hendricks is selling 21 horses in two consign-
ments. Those selling under her own banner include a
Phonetics colt from the family of Eclipse Champion Our
Mims and Breeders’ Cup Sprint victor Elmhurst and a
Crowning Storm half-brother to Denise’s Delight, a Cal-
bred stakes winner in Canada. As agent for River Mist
Farm, Hendricks is selling an Old Topper filly from the fam-
ily of Hill Rise and Hill Run.

Sue Hubbard and Associates are also selling 21 horses
in three consignments. These include a gelding by The
Elfee Child who descends from the family of $1,125,810-
earner On the Line (for Sutherland Farm Inc.) and a
Smokester filly from the family of group I French Derby
winner Top Ville (for Spedie Thoroughbreds). Under her
own name, Hubbard is selling a colt by resident stallion
Latin American who hails from the family of British group I
winner Powerscourt (GB).

Colleen Turpin-Boyce is selling 19 yearlings, including
a Siberian Summer filly from the family of Full Moon
Madness ($1,173,633) and a Comic Strip  (Oak Hill Farm)
filly out of a winning half-sister to 2003 California Horse of
the Year Joey Franco. This consignment also features a Lake
George gelding out of stakes-winning Visitron, who
descends from Super High’s family.

Jack and Barb Hatch’s Green Acres Stable Inc. has 14
yearlings consigned. One is a Smokester filly out of a win-
ning half-sister to California Champion Southern Truce
($867,578). The dam has produced 2005 stakes winner
Jehosaphat. Also on offer is a Western Fame colt from the
family of Eclipse Champion Gilded Time and 1970
Belmont Stakes winner High Echelon, as well as an In
Excess colt from the family of  two-time California Cup
Distaff winner Bel’s Starlet ($863,802) and California
Champion Individualist ($762,750).

Highlighting River Edge Farm’s 12-horse consignment
are a Bertrando colt whose second dam is California
Champion Bountiful Native, a Benchmark colt out of a
stakes-placed half-sister to 2005 stakes winners Kresgeville
and Palmerton who descends from the family of Pirate’s
Bounty, and a Tribal Rule colt out of stakes-winning Love
Conquers All. Woodbridge Farm is also selling a dozen,
including a Swiss Yodeler colt out of a stakes-winning half-
sister to California Cup Classic victor June’s Reward and a
Crowning Storm colt from Flying Paster’s family.

Offspring by resident sires Future Storm and Twin Spires
highlight Meadowcreek Ranch’s 10-horse offering. The former
is represented by a filly who descends from California
Champion Purdue King ($562,436) and the latter is the sire of
a colt from the family of California Champion Embroidered.
Also selling 10 is West 12 Ranch, whose consignment features

a Game Plan (E. A. Ranches) colt from the family of sires Skip
Trial ($1,837,451) and Tactical Cat ($480,067) and a Roar
half-sister to 2005 stakes winner Pembroke Hall, who descends
from grade I winner Caltech ($726,944).

John Anderson is selling nine yearlings for Larry and
Sheila Ullmann’s SLU Inc. Amongst these is a Royal Cat
half-brother to $369,958-earner Market Garden. For SLU
and Johnston, Anderson’s consignments also feature a
Perfect Mandate (Old English Rancho) colt from the
family of California Champion Lady George and
$327,468-earner Individual Style.

Offspring by resident sires Trail City and Swiss Yodeler
highlight Pepper Oaks Farm’s consignment of nine young-
sters. The former is the sire of a colt who is a half-brother to
$154,925-earner Obermeister and has the superb racemare
Akinemod as his second dam.  The latter is represented by a
filly out of stakes-winning C’mon Lets Dance who descends
from the influential family of Terlingua, Storm Cat, Royal
Academy and Ticker Tape.

Amongst its group of eight yearlings, Pegasus Ranch is
selling a colt by resident sire Helmsman out of an unraced
full sister to millionaire Echo Eddie. Mares’ Nest is selling
two colts from the family of multiple California Champion
Smooth Player ($760,496) for Rancho Felicia. One is by In
Excess and the other is by Swiss Yodeler.

Harris Farms Inc. is selling a Cal-bred He’s Tops gelding
from the family of both grade I winner Delicate Vine and
California Champion House of Fortune ($583,815). Last
but not least, an Illinois Storm (Ponzo Equine Center) colt
out of a sister to millionaire and multiple California
Champion Native Desert is being offered by Myron
Johnson and Brad Goessler.

Patrons are urged to visit the Farm Showcase and Trade
Show that will be held adjacent to the sale arena on the day
of the auction. Many of California’s leading Thoroughbred
farms will have booths and there will also be exhibits fea-
turing equine artwork, jewelry and dozens of products for
horse owners.

For catalogues and other information, please contact
Cookie Hackworth at (800) 573-2822 or (626) 445-7800,
extension 243.    

F
E
A
T
U
R
E

www.ctba.com CALIFORNIA THOROUGHBRED • AUGUST 2005   31

Consigned by Colleen Turpin-Boyce as agent for  Rancho de los
Aviadores and Robert Cowley, Hip #140 at the 2005 CTBA Sales’

Northern California Yearling Sale is a Comic Strip filly out of a half-sister
to 2003 California Horse of the Year Joey Franco (above right)
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